
Friday 27th February 2026

Pastoral & 
Well-being Notices

Designated Safeguarding Lead: 
Mr J Mockett

Deputy Designated Safeguarding Lead: 
Mrs L Penny

Pastoral Team 01225 350001 Ext 224.
(We have streamlined our systems and

now have one dedicated email address.) 
Safeguarding email:

safeguarding@st-augustines.wilts.sch.uk
SEND Team Email address:

 sendco@st-augustines.wilts.sch.uk

CALENDAR 
22  & 23  September: Sixth Form Retreatsnd rd

24  September: Engagement Evening Year 8 & 9th

28  September: Engagement Evening Sixth Formth

7  October: School photos Years 7, 9, 11 & 13th

8  October: Open Evening- Lower schoolth

Taught by Jesus Christ, faith, hope and love inspire everything we do. We aim for the highest standards of learning, and we
look for the development of wisdom. In this way the gifts possessed by every individual can be valued.

Headteacher’s messageHeadteacher’s message

Friday  18  September 2026th

Dear parents and guardians,
This Sunday’s Gospel reading, from Matthew’s Gospel, reminds us of the
extraordinary generosity of God – a generosity that goes far beyond our human
expectations. It is a powerful reminder that God’s love and grace are freely given to
each of us. In our assemblies this week, we have reflected on how we carry with us
each day the things that really matter in our lives: the people we love, our hopes
and aspirations, our worries and concerns, and the experiences that shape who we
are. Sometimes, amid the busyness of everyday life, we simply need a reminder
that God walks the road with us, always. The new term is now in full swing, and the
atmosphere across the College is both calm and purposeful. It has been
particularly lovely this week to see our Year 7 pupils taking part in their retreat at
the Parish Centre. Our theme has been one of building a new community,
recognising and celebrating the different gifts and talents that each person brings.
As our newest pupils continue to settle into College life, this is an important
opportunity for them to reflect on the part they can each play in building the
community we want to belong to at school. A reminder to all parents and
guardians that our Engagement Evenings begin with Year 7 on Monday at 6.00 pm.
It is really important that every family is represented. During the evening, we will
unveil our new reporting and assessment system, designed to give parents a
clearer understanding of their child’s progress and enable you to play an active
part in supporting continuous progress in learning. The evening will also include a
number of important updates for the academic year ahead.We very much look
forward to welcoming you. Please check the dates and times below for your child’s
year group.

Mr Dowle



Our Specialist School Nurse is:
 Emily Davies

Providing information and support on
a variety of health and wellbeing

issues.
A confidential drop in clinic is held during
break and lunchtime every Wednesday in

the Wellbeing Room.

SCHOOL NURSESCHOOL NURSESCHOOL NURSESCHOOL NURSE
Important
Notices
Important
Notices

The following letters have gone out this term. You will find all letters home on
our website, follow the below link:

Term 1
Year 7 Retreat

Sixth Form Retreat letter
Letter from Mr Dowle: re. engagement evenings

Letter from Mr Dowle: 16  September th

https://www.st-augustines.wilts.sch.uk

POLITE REMINDERS 

Your paragraph text

1:1 appointments are available for drop
ins.  These appointments last 30 minutes

and are given to pupils that we have
received referrals for either from the
school; parents or the young person

themselves. We can offer 6 1:1 sessions
for a range of health reasons –

Emotional Wellbeing; healthy eating;
suspected eating disorders; self-harm;
hygiene, healthy relationships, sexual
health STI and pregnancy testing and

safe sex. 

When looking to make a payment
in Parent Mail please check both

‘Payments – To Pay’ and ‘Payments
– Shop’ (the trolley icon). Dinner

Accounts can be topped up
through ‘Accounts’. Stationery

orders should be collected from the
finance office (next to the

conference room)

For an appointment:
Ask your Tutor 

  Parents can contact the service by using
the

 single point of access (SPA) on 0300 247
0090

SPA email address:
bswchildrens.enquiries@hcrgcaregroup

.com
Website: wiltschildandfamily.co.uk

Support Helpline
Following the troubling

testimonies of sexual harassment
and abuse documented on the

Everyone’s Invited website,
 the NSPCC can help on 0800 136

663
 or emailing help@nspcc.org.uk

Polite reminder to all students to please bring a refillable water
bottle with them to school every day.  Also to remind parents
and students that chewing gum, sweets,  caffeine drinks and
fizzy drinks are not allowed on site so should not be bought

into school.

Did you know we have a FoSta Facebook group, we advertise all our
sale dates and meetings on here. It is also a good place to ask
questions or contact other parents in the school community. To find
the page please search for FoSta on Facebook. If you would like to
join our small and friendly group of helpers please don’t hesitate to
get in touch at FoStacommittee@gmail.com

Monday 21 September – Year 7 6.00–7.15pm | Main Hall 
Thursday 24 September – Years 8 & 9 6.00–7.15pm | Main Hall 

Monday 28 September – Sixth Form 6.00–7.15pm | The Lasallian Centre
Thursday 1 October – Years 10 & 11 6.00–7.15pm | Main Hall

Engagement evening dates and timesEngagement evening dates and times

https://www.st-augustines.wilts.sch.uk/News/Gallery/
https://www.st-augustines.wilts.sch.uk/Parents/Letters-Home/
mailto:bswchildrens.enquiries@hcrgcaregroup.com
mailto:bswchildrens.enquiries@hcrgcaregroup.com
https://wiltschildandfamily.co.uk/


Five-a-Day: Strengthening Teaching and Learning for Every Student
This year, one of our whole-school priorities is to continue strengthening the support we provide for every student in the
classroom. As part of this work, our staff are focusing on the Education Endowment Foundation’s (EEF) Five-a-Day
approach: five evidence-informed teaching practices which can make a particularly important difference for pupils with
additional needs, while benefiting all learners.

The Five-a-Day approaches are:
Explicit instruction – making new learning clear through careful explanation, modelling and guided practice.
Cognitive and metacognitive strategies – helping students to think about how they learn, plan their approach and become
increasingly independent.
Scaffolding – providing temporary support that enables students to access challenging learning before gradually removing
that support as confidence grows.
Flexible grouping – using different groupings where appropriate so that students can learn effectively with and from one
another.
Using technology – making purposeful use of technology where it can improve access, participation or learning.

None of these approaches is new to our teachers. They reflect much of the strong practice already taking place every day
across St Augustine’s. Our focus this year is about developing a shared language, drawing on the best available evidence
and giving colleagues regular opportunities to reflect on and further refine their classroom practice.

Across the year, our professional development programme will explore each of the Five-a-Day strategies in greater depth.
Staff will consider how they can be applied effectively within different subjects, age groups and classroom contexts, sharing
ideas and learning from one another.
Importantly, this is not about expecting every lesson to look the same. Effective teaching depends upon teachers knowing
their subject, their classes and the individual young people in front of them. The Five-a-Day provides a helpful evidence-
informed framework within which teachers can make those professional decisions.

For students, some of this work may be visible: a teacher modelling a difficult task more explicitly, providing a scaffold to
help organise an answer, asking students to reflect on which learning strategy worked best, or changing groupings for a
particular activity. Much of it, however, will simply feel like thoughtful, responsive teaching.

Our aim is straightforward: to ensure that every student can participate, experience appropriate challenge and make strong
progress, while continuing to invest in the professional expertise of our teachers.

By making sustained professional learning a central part of school life, we want to keep improving what matters most — the
quality of students’ everyday experience in the classroom.



Your paragraph text

At St Augustines we have a wonderful school library that supports the learning of all our
students. This means that the content of some of the books we have may not be suitable for all
of our younger students. To aid this there are two areas of fiction which contain titles
designated as Year 10+ and 6th form+. We do not advocate for censorship and believe that
parents are well-placed alongside librarians and teachers to decide whether their children are
mature enough for the content in these books. As such if a child requests to read books in
these categories they will be asked to wait until a discussion has been had with their parents,
often in the form of an email. If you believe your child is mature enough to handle the content
of these titles you are more than welcome to email myself lowna@st-augustines.wilts.sch.uk in
advance advising me that you are happy for them to borrow books from any category in the
library.

Mon - Wed: 9:15-4:30 
Thurs - Fri: 9:15-2:45 

LIBRARY OPENING HOURS LIBRARY OPENING HOURS 



Your paragraph text

Carnegie Display 2026
Below is a picture of our current Carnegie Display. This display showcases some of the
amazing books that have made it on to this years shortlist for the Carnegie medal. The
Carnegies are the UK’s longest running and best-loved children’s book awards, recognising
outstanding reading experiences created through writing and illustration in books for
children and young people for 90 years as of this year!

This week, we have launched our revamped Reading Challenge with Years 7–9. The
challenge encourages students to discover new books, explore different types of reading
and build their confidence as readers. As they progress, students reflect on their reading,
share recommendations and inspire others to read. We encourage parents to get involved
by talking about what their child is reading, sharing recommendations and celebrating
their progress. Why not ask them about their latest book and see where it takes them? 

Reading Challenge Display



Current Vacancies Current Vacancies 

Design TechnologyDesign Technology
Year 7 have made a fantastic start in DT! Here are some of the pictorial words

that they have been creating in Graphics with Isla getting designer of the week
with her Wormy Apple! Amazing work. 



DRAMA NEWS DRAMA NEWS 





Your paragraph text

Netball Is Back – Let’s Get the Season
Started!

The new netball season is officially underway, and it has been
fantastic to see so many students back on court already! A

huge thank you to everyone who has attended training so far –
your enthusiasm, energy and commitment have been brilliant.
If you haven’t joined us yet, there is still plenty of time to get

involved!
🏐 Tuesday | 3:15–4:30pm

Years 9, 10 & 11
🏐 Thursday | 3:15–4:30pm

Years 7 & 8
There’s no need to sign up in advance – just bring your kit, get

changed and meet us on the Netball Courts!
Fixtures are starting! 🏆

Our competitive fixtures begin next week, with our Year 10 and
11 teams up first as we welcome John of Gaunt to St

Augustine’s.
Good luck to all of our players for the season ahead. We hope

to see lots of enthusiasm, teamwork, resilience and, most
importantly, enjoyment on court. Go St A’s! 🏐 Mrs Bass & Mrs

Portingale-Cowper



Your paragraph text
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