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CALENDAR

24th March: FOSTA uniform
sale: 3:30 - 4:30 pm

25th March: FOSTA uniform
sale: 10 - 11 am

30th March: Year 8 Normandy
trip

31st March: End of term 4
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Taught by Jesus Christ, faith, hope and love inspire everything we do. We aim for the highest standards of learning, and
we look for the development of wisdom. In this way the gifts possessed by every individual can be valued.

Pastoral & 
Well-being Notices

Designated 
Safeguarding Lead: 

Mrs Blackmore
Deputy Designated 
Safeguarding Leads: 

 Mrs Parsons,  Mr Taylor 
Pastoral Team 01225 362005

Disclosure email: needtotalk@sta.cc
Antibullying email:
antibullying@sta.cc

Racism: BSF@sta.cc
Harmful Sexual Behaviours:

HSB@sta.cc
Protected Sexual Orientation:

LGBT@sta.cc
 

1:1 appointments are available for drop ins.  These
appointments last 30 minutes and are given to

pupils that we have received referrals for either
from the school; parents or the young person

themselves. We can offer 6 1:1 sessions for a range
of health reasons – Emotional Wellbeing; healthy

eating; suspected eating disorders; self-harm;
hygiene, healthy relationships, sexual health STI

and pregnancy testing and safe sex. 
 

SCHOOLSCHOOLSCHOOLNURSENURSENURSE

Finally, spring is arriving, and the clocks change over this weekend. The
celebration of Easter is deliberately at this time of the year and the natural
world is helping us to understand the process of new life. It has been another
packed week in St Augustine’s and our Gazette reflects this. A parent
commented to me this week about how long the Gazette has become and
another parent listening said that is just showed how much is on offer here. A
special thanks to our team of sports leaders this week who hosted and ran the
primary school netball tournament. It was a fantastic occasion and a great way
to show others what St Augustine’s is all about. Year nine parents' evening was
extremely well attended as year nine prepare to make their final choices for
GCSE and we wish them well with this. We have made a number of new
appointments to our staff this week and next week we have interviews for a
new Deputy Headteacher to join our team. I will list all these changes in the
next newsletter and I remind parents that we have an informal Head’s briefing
for parents on Tuesday evening next week (6:00-7:15). All are welcome. 

Mr Dowle
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Interview with the Headteacher: Mufti-Days 
A group of yr 11 students asked Mr Dowle why he did not

seem to like Mufti-Days. 
 

Mr Dowle said that he was not against them completely but
that having too many mufti-days does put pressure on families

to spend a lot of money on their children to make sure they
have something new to wear. The reality for many families is
that this is money they do not have spare, especially at this

time. 
 

He said that in his experience, more money is spent on the
new clothing than on the £1:00 students bring in. For many

students a Mufti –day can put them under pressure especially
if someone says “You wore that last time”. The other thing he
has to consider is that a Mufti-day does also cause disruption

to our routine which is fine occasionally but not often. 
 

Q. Does this mean that we will not have any more mufti-days? 
 

Mr Dowle: No, but I would need to be really convinced that it
was for a really good cause like we did for the earthquake

victims. We raised just under £2000 pounds that day, which
was brilliant and CAFOD have put that into action already.

Mufti-days are an easy option but there are plenty of other
creative ways we can raise money to support those in need. 

School Nurse
 

Our Specialist School Nurse is:
 Annie Dalwood .

Providing information and support on a
variety of health and wellbeing issues.

A confidential drop in clinic is held
during break and lunchtime every

Wednesday in the Wellbeing Room.
For an appointment:

Ask your Tutor 
  Chat health school nurse text number:

 07480 635 513 for free,
 quick and confidential health advice

 straight to your phone.
Parents can contact the service by using

the
 single point of access (SPA) on 0300

247 0090
 

Support Helpline
Following the troubling testimonies

of sexual harassment and abuse
documented on the Everyone’s

Invited website,
 the NSPCC can help on 0800 136

663
 or emailing help@nspcc.org.uk

UKHSA advice for schools
amid high levels of flu,

Covid-19 and scarlet fever
The UKHSA advises the following:

If your child is unwell and has a fever,
they should stay at home until they

feel better and the fever has resolved
Practice regular handwashing at home

and use tissues for coughs and
sneezes

Adults should also stay at home when
unwell and, if you do have to go out,

wear a face covering
Remember that flu vaccinations are

still available for eligible groups
Link to Gov.UK webpage with further

information here
https://www.gov.uk/government/news/

ukhsa-update-on-scarlet-fever-and-
invasive-group-a-strep-1 

 
For covid 19 information follow the

following link:
https://www.gov.uk/guidance/people-

with-symptoms-of-a-respiratory-
infection-including-covid-19

 

St Augustine’s, in conjunction with Astra recycling, are
collecting unwanted clothes to raise funds for the
Turkey/Syria earthquake appeal. Astra take most clothing,
shoes and textiles, but not duvets, curtains, pillows or
blankets. Follow this link for more details of
what can be donated:
https://www.astrarecycling.co.uk/cash_for_clothes.php
Please tie up your donations in a bag and add them to our
clothing bin just inside the entrance to the car park. All
funds raised in March will be sent to the CAFOD Emergency
Earthquake appeal.

https://www.gov.uk/government/news/ukhsa-update-on-scarlet-fever-and-invasive-group-a-strep-1
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Our year 8 football team went away to St Laurence this week and came home with a 4-0 win!! The score
line doesn't represent how hard the boys had to work for this win, with 11 minutes to go we were only
1-0 up and Harry Herbert-king in goal was making some excellent saves as well as controlling his back
line. A special shout out goes to Harry Ford in year 7 who not only played up a year group but was one

of the best players on the pitch! 
 
 
 NETBALL TOURNAMENTNETBALL TOURNAMENT

The sports leaders did a wonderful job representing the college keeping the primary netball tournament
running smoothly and to time.The tournament overall came to a dramatic climax with a draw in the final,
leading to extra time and a shoot off! Walwayne were the eventual victors, with our close neighbours St John's
coming in second place. We were lucky to be joined by two past students, Annie and Roisin O'Rourke and we
were able to celebrate their netballing achievements in hope to inspire the next generation. For those
unaware, Annie is playing for Team Bath Netball in the Super League and Roisin has just been selected to
represent Team Ireland! 

Incredible work by our KS3 Badminton team who competed this week in West Wiltshire finals
tournament and WON becoming the current West Wiltshire champions! Beating all three
schools in their pool (Wyvern 4:1, Lavington 3:2, and Braden Forest School 4:1)! We are

incredibly proud of the hard work that these girls have put into this sport and they deserve all
of the accolades that come along with this outstanding achievement!



A huge congratulations to Mrs Hartsmith
who has been awarded an MA after
completing the desired elements to pass.
The main module of her MA was
examining British social and political
history from 1750-1950 through a local
perspective. With her final essay involving
primary research into the Chartist
movement in West Wiltshire (Trowbridge
was a particular hotbed of activity!) Again
congratulations Mrs Hartsmith, we are
proud of you.

Past student successPast student success
Great news from one of our past students
Christopher Brown who recently graduated
from The University Of Oxford with an MSc in
Energy Systems with distinction! Christopher
previously earnt his Bachelors degree at
Lancaster University and is currently travelling
around South and Central America with a
work visa upcoming for Canada for a year.
Amazing achievement we at St Augustines are
very proud and wish you all the luck in your
future endevours!

TEACHER SUCCESS!



In lessons over the last 2 weeks, Year 9 Spanish
students have enjoyed a Tapas tasting session as part
of their learning about Spanish food and customs. They
got to try tortilla de patatas (Spanish omelette), jamón
serrano (cured ham), chorizo, aceitunas (olives) and
queso manchego (cheese from the La Mancha region of
Spain). Prior to the tapas tasting, students had done
some research into the history of tapas and some of
the many different tapas that are served all over Spain.
Some students also got adventurous in their kitchens at
home and prepared some tapas for their families to try.
There was much evidence of excellent initiative and
creativity in the presentation of the research as well as
in the cooking. Well done to all.



A special shout out to those students who have had examinations and
observations this week from external examiners including GCSE Drama and

A level PE students. We wish you all the very best!



A rare opportunity for students to listen/ask
questions of an author next week in the library (

virtually).  All events are in the lunchtime and
admission will be ticket only. Tickets available

from the library.  
 

Tuesday 28th March – The Light in Everything by
Katya Balen Yr 7+

Thursday 30th March – Blue Book of Nebo by
Manon Steffan Ross. Dystopian shorter novel (

post nuclear war)
Thursday 31st March I Must Betray You by Ruta
Sepetys – older novel set during the Romanian

Revolution events of 1989.
 

All of the authors have been shortlisted for the
Yoto Carnegie medal.

AUTHOR VIRTUAL TALKSAUTHOR VIRTUAL TALKSAUTHOR VIRTUAL TALKS



Supercharge Your Revision with ChatGPT
Hey St. Augustine's students! Have you ever wished for a study buddy that could answer your questions instantly and

provide support during those late-night cramming sessions? Look no further, because ChatGPT is here to save the day!
So, what is ChatGPT?

 
ChatGPT, short for Chatbot Generative Pre-trained Transformer, is an artificial intelligence (AI) tool developed by OpenAI.
It's a super smart computer program that can understand and generate human-like responses to your questions. This AI
chatbot can be a fantastic resource to support your revision and independent learning. Let's explore how ChatGPT can

help you ace those exams!
 

1. Get answers to your questions
Struggling with a tricky concept or need clarification on a particular topic? Just ask ChatGPT! It's like having a personal tutor
available 24/7. Type in your question, and the chatbot will generate an answer based on its extensive knowledge. While it's

not perfect and may not always give the correct response, it's a great starting point for understanding complex ideas.
 

2. Essay planning and brainstorming
Have a big essay coming up and feeling stuck? ChatGPT can help you brainstorm ideas and plan your essay structure. Just
type in the essay topic and ask for suggestions, and ChatGPT will provide you with a range of ideas and points to consider.
Remember, it's essential to double-check the information provided by ChatGPT and use it as a starting point rather than

the final word.
 

3. Expand your vocabulary
Want to impress your teachers with a rich vocabulary? ChatGPT can help! Type in a word, and ask for synonyms or a

definition. This can be a fun way to learn new words and expand your language skills.
 

4. Test your knowledge with quizzes
Why not use ChatGPT to create custom quizzes for yourself or your study group? Just ask the chatbot to generate

questions on a specific topic, and you'll get a tailor-made quiz to test your knowledge. This can be a fun and engaging way
to revise, especially when you're feeling bored with traditional revision methods.

 
5. Proofread and edit your work

Have you ever wished for a second pair of eyes to review your work? ChatGPT can help you spot errors and suggest
improvements in your writing. Just copy and paste your text into the chatbot, and ask for feedback or suggestions. While it's

not a substitute for a thorough human proofread, it can be a useful tool for identifying areas for improvement.
 

6. Generate Exam Practice Questions and Top-Level Examples
Another amazing way ChatGPT can support your revision is by generating exam practice questions and providing Grade 9

and A* examples to help you learn how to answer questions in the exam. To do this, simply ask ChatGPT for practice
questions on a specific topic and request top-level example answers. This will give you a better understanding of what is

expected for the highest grades and allow you to model your own answers after these examples.
By studying these high-quality examples, you can gain valuable insights into the techniques and strategies needed to

achieve top marks in your exams. Remember to use ChatGPT-generated examples as a guide and inspiration, but always
make sure to express your thoughts and ideas in your own words when writing your exam answers.

Remember, while ChatGPT is an incredible resource, it's essential to use it responsibly and critically. Always double-check
the information provided by the chatbot and cross-reference it with reliable sources. With the right approach, ChatGPT can

be a fantastic study buddy to support your revision and independent learning.



EXTRA CURRICULAREXTRA CURRICULAREXTRA CURRICULAR
ACTIVITIESACTIVITIESACTIVITIES


