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CALENDAR

23rd March: Year 9 Parents
evening

24th March: FOSTA uniform sale:
3:30 - 4:30 pm

25th March: FOSTA uniform sale:
10 - 11 am

30th March: Year 8 Normandy trip
31st March: End of term 4

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Taught by Jesus Christ, faith, hope and love inspire everything we do. We aim for the highest standards of learning, and
we look for the development of wisdom. In this way the gifts possessed by every individual can be valued.

Pastoral & 
Well-being Notices

Designated 
Safeguarding Lead: 

Mrs Blackmore
Deputy Designated 
Safeguarding Leads: 

 Mrs Parsons,  Mr Taylor 
Pastoral Lead:
Michelle Devion

Pastoral Assistant:
Hannah Jones

Pastoral Team 01225 362005
Disclosure email: needtotalk@sta.cc

Antibullying email:
antibullying@sta.cc

Racism: BSF@sta.cc
Harmful Sexual Behaviours:

HSB@sta.cc
Protected Sexual Orientation:

LGBT@sta.cc
 

1:1 appointments are available for drop ins.  These
appointments last 30 minutes and are given to

pupils that we have received referrals for either
from the school; parents or the young person

themselves. We can offer 6 1:1 sessions for a range
of health reasons – Emotional Wellbeing; healthy

eating; suspected eating disorders; self-harm;
hygiene, healthy relationships, sexual health STI

and pregnancy testing and safe sex. 
 

SCHOOLSCHOOLSCHOOLNURSENURSENURSE

Nelson Mandela was the first black President of South Africa having spent 27
years in prison for his beliefs. When he spoke to the world he said that “you
should let your light shine and in doing so, you give permission for others to do
the same”. He said that we should not be embarrassed or ashamed of letting
others see how talented we are. Our Young Musicians final for 2023 was a
remarkable occasion and a real privilege to witness. My congratulations go to
all of our finalists and to those who had the courage and generosity to audition.
To see how you supported each other and celebrated the success of others,
shows what being part of St Augustine’s is really all about. None of us succeeds
all of the time but through our quiet determination we can keep moving
towards our goal even when we experience setbacks. My thanks to the support
team of staff and students and of course to Mr O Mahony and Miss Medland
and the Music team. I am also grateful to you all for your patience and co-
operation this week with all of the disruption we have faced and hope that the
next two weeks will see us all back into a more normal routine. Our gospel
reading this Sunday is about a man born blind who did not give up and put his
faith in Jesus who helped him to see for the first time. Lent is a time for all of us
to think about our ‘Blindness’ and how we need to learn to ask Jesus to help us
to ‘See’ things for the first time. 

Mr Dowle
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We all know how lovely it is to get away on holiday, especially when it’s a cheap deal. And, we
all know that prices for flights and holiday packages are at their cheapest when it is out of
school holidays. Here is a handy guide through the process of Leave of Absence this week. 
You must always apply for Leave of Absence during term time by completing one of the Leave
of Absence Request Forms at least 2 weeks prior to the dates you wish to take Leave of
Absence. This can be handed in at Reception and will be forwarded to the Attendance Officer
for processing. We take in to account your child’s attendance and the exceptional
circumstances around the Leave of Absence request. The request is then handed to the
Headteacher to be authorised or unauthorised and it is only the Headteacher that can decide
this (a Deputy Head in the Head’s absence). If the Leave of Absence is declared unauthorised
and you choose to go regardless, a Penalty Notice can be requested from Wiltshire Council. If
you have 10 or more sessions of unauthorised absence in a 6-month period this will result in a
Penalty Notice being issued. A Penalty Notice is currently £120 ( £60 if paid within 21 days)
per parent, per child. Please do only book holidays outside of term time as this does affect
your child’s education.

 Year 7 - 93.20%
Year 8 - 87.48%
Year 9 - 90.68%
Year 10 - 91.58%
Year 11 - 90.04%
 

TOP 
ATTENDANCE 

 GOING ON HOLIDAY? LEAVING THE COUNTRY TO SEE FAMILY?

RECORDING ABSENCES

By ringing 01225 350001 and leaving a
voicemail message on the student absence 
line. Don't forget to press # key at the end

of the message you wish to save.
Email to attendance@sta.cc
Using the new ClassCharts feature on the
app
Please note that if you do not let us know why 
your child is absent it is automatically 
recorded as unauthorised.

Always report absences every day by
9:30am:

Whole school attendance

90.63 %

Best Tutor Group

Year Group attendance

7C - 97.24
8M - 91.56
9O - 94.92
10C - 94.84
11O - 92.58

Well done Year 7. Keep up the 
great work!

THESE ARE ATTENDANCE FIGURES FOR WEEK 
COMMENCING 6TH MARCH 2023



School Nurse
 

Our Specialist School Nurse is:
 Annie Dalwood .

Providing information and support on a
variety of health and wellbeing issues.

A confidential drop in clinic is held
during break and lunchtime every

Wednesday in the Wellbeing Room.
For an appointment:

Ask your Tutor 
  Chat health school nurse text number:

 07480 635 513 for free,
 quick and confidential health advice

 straight to your phone.
Parents can contact the service by using

the
 single point of access (SPA) on 0300

247 0090
 

Support Helpline
Following the troubling testimonies

of sexual harassment and abuse
documented on the Everyone’s

Invited website,
 the NSPCC can help on 0800 136

663
 or emailing help@nspcc.org.uk

UKHSA advice for schools
amid high levels of flu,

Covid-19 and scarlet fever
The UKHSA advises the following:

If your child is unwell and has a fever,
they should stay at home until they

feel better and the fever has resolved
Practice regular handwashing at home

and use tissues for coughs and
sneezes

Adults should also stay at home when
unwell and, if you do have to go out,

wear a face covering
Remember that flu vaccinations are

still available for eligible groups
Link to Gov.UK webpage with further

information here
https://www.gov.uk/government/news/

ukhsa-update-on-scarlet-fever-and-
invasive-group-a-strep-1 

 
For covid 19 information follow the

following link:
https://www.gov.uk/guidance/people-

with-symptoms-of-a-respiratory-
infection-including-covid-19

 

FoStA fundraising – two ways to raise funds for
FoStA!

A huge Thank You to everyone who has used
our clothing bin at the front of college. In 2022

it raised nearly £200 for FoStA. We have just
heard that they are going to pay 25% more per

kilo too so…
Please do continue to use it - they take most
clothing, shoes and textiles, but not duvets,

curtains, pillows or blankets. Follow this link for
more details of what can be donated:

https://www.astrarecycling.co.uk/cash_for_cloth
es.php

All the money we raise goes back to the college
to support the students.

Did you know that whenever you buy anything online, you could be
raising a free donation for FoStA?

There are over 7,000 brands including John Lewis & Partners,
Argos, Uswitch, eBay, M&S, Just Eat, Now TV, Domino's Pizza and
Audible ready to give a free donation every time you shop online

via easyfundraising. It only takes 2 minutes to sign up.
Plus, if you sign up and raise £5 in donations, easyfundraising will

give us a bonus £5 donation.
All you have to do is:

1. Go to: https://www.easyfundraising.org.uk/support-a-good-
cause/step-1/?char=144745&invite=Q8QT4N&referral-

campaign=c2s&utm_campaign=raise-
more&utm_medium=email&utm_content=rm-raf-e1
2. Click 'support this cause' and create an account

3. Choose from over 7,000 brands to do your online shopping as
normal and our cause will receive a free donation with every

purchase you make.
Thank you for your support, you'll be helping to make a real

difference to FoStA!

https://www.gov.uk/government/news/ukhsa-update-on-scarlet-fever-and-invasive-group-a-strep-1
https://www.gov.uk/guidance/people-with-symptoms-of-a-respiratory-infection-including-covid-19


 

This week St Augustines held the young musician of the year competition
at Bradford on Avon for the first time since covid! We had an amazing

turn out and got to see  an impressive array of different instruments and
pieces performed.

   St Augustine's Young Musician of the Year 2023: 
 

    Aisling Massaccesi (Viola Yr.13)  
 

 Runner up:
 

         Tymoseuz Naskretski (Piano Yr.8)
 

Most Promising: 
 

     Harriet Marshall (Cornet Yr.12)



 
This week at St A's we have had plenty of science activities that the

students have taken part in as part of British science week. These ranged
from Harry Potter inspired experiments to a full planetarium experience.
Here are some pictures below so you can see what some of our students

have been up to. 



WORLD BOOK WeekWORLD BOOK WeekWORLD BOOK Week
A massive well done to those students who succeeded in guessing which member of staff had taken
photos of their pets reading. The quiz was tricky with so many clues to puzzle over. The answers and
prizes for correct answers are in the library. Thank you to all the staff who contributed.   There were cats,
dogs, a hamster, a rabbit, ducks, hens and the highly unusual unicorn. Entries included: a cat reading “So
Long and Thanks for all the Fish”, hens reading “Funky Chickens, ducks reading “Jemina Puddleduck” and
a hamster reading “The Boy, the Mole, the Fox and The Horse” There was a philosophical dog, wild dogs,
cats and dogs with an interest in Tao, pets with interests in history, psychology, food, fairy tales and
nature. 

Thank you to all the students who sent in their wonderful photos of their pets reading. A group of staff
enjoyed judging them and it was a tough decision but ultimately the winner was chosen as Bluebell the dog
reading about Tom Kitten!  Joint second was the “laughing/talking cat “ and cat reading "How to tell if your cat
is planning to kill you" with third placing going to the reading cockatiel. All winners photos are below. Please
could all students who entered a photo please collect their prize from the library.

 
 
 
 

Year 7s filled the library, consuming large amounts of popcorn, and showed their book knowledge from
The Gruffalo to War Horse. Congratulations to the winning team Bavard Acorn Man who narrowly beat
The Guardians of the Library and Book Boxes/ Harry 2. The winning team name, chosen by library
prefects was The Potato Skins. Thank you to Mr Spicer for being an excellent Quiz Master and the Year
12 library prefects.   Thank you for all the book bunting decorating the library!



SIXTH FORMSIXTH FORM
READERSREADERS

Our sixth form students were thrilled be invited to help support St
John's with their world book day celebrations a few weeks ago by
continuing to support children with their reading through their

ongoing mentoring programme.

This week students in Year 7 Textiles have been trying needle
felting.  Here is a group shot and some ‘Pocket Friends’ of the

creatures they have created in just 2 hours!



 
 
 • How did you feel when you got your role? 

 Shocked to be honest. I originally went to the auditions to support Mr.
O'Mahony as there wasn't a lot of interest form the Yr 12 Boys

 
• What is the most fun thing about being part of Grease? 

It's a new experience for me and I like to push myself to do something I
wouldn't normally do

 
• What is Doody like? 

He's meant to be the smallest and youngest of the Greasers which is ironic
because I'm the tallest in the cast and one of the oldest

 
• What do you like about the play Grease? 

It's quite a unique play in the way it's written and performed both on stage
and on screen

 
• What are you favourite types of drama? 

 Probably comedies
 

• Do you have a favourite actor? 
I don't think so, the trouble is there are a lot of different actors who each

have good and bad performances in different plays/films
 

• What would be your advice to a younger student wanting to get into
acting? 

 Just do it, it's an experience and you never know, you may surprise yourself
and others and might be good at it!

Interview with Matthew Yuill - Role: Doody
 
 
 
 



Charlie left St A’s in the summer of 2017 from there he was offered L2 Art at Bath College. Charlie wanted to take L3
Product Design, but it was decided that the L2 art course would be of benefit to further studies.   Here he learnt so

much in all Art related topics including how to portray his work within a portfolio.  He travelled to Venice and
incorporated this into his work.  

 
Charlie passed this course with a Distinction and was offered the L3 course he originally wanted. He put his all into
the course and put into play everything he’d learnt previously, from both school and the L2 course. He passed Year

one of the L3 course. During his time at college he also travelled to Budapest  which helped Charlie realise he wanted
his final piece to be linked to Russian constructivism. His designs were underway when Covid hit. Everything that

should have been made and lectures in person suddenly were studied from home and designs were in model form.
Charlie entered the final design show and won people’s choice (the general public voted for this) for his lamp and the

College Principles award for Design (the picture of charlies final design is pictured below). 
 

Charlie then went on to study Sustainable Product Design BA  at Falmouth which was his first choice for university.
Charlie has received a first for his dissertation and is currently completing his final university piece in preparation to

accept his BA in the summer from Dawn French!  Charlie has now accepted a  place to study at one of the most
prestigious art colleges in the country. We wish him all the luck in the world and love to hear about the successes of

our past students!

We at St A's would like to extend our congratulations to former student Charlie Ruck who has recently been accepted
to study an MA at the Royal College of Art in London starting in September! Charlie’s success is a real reminder that

hard work really can pay off! Below is a brief history of Charlies school and work progression to inspire those who may
need it to follow their dreams as you can do whatever you put your mind to!

Having left St. Augustine’s last year former student Joe Andrews has spent the last six months as an U-18 scholar
with Southampton Football Club. His training week combines football, a BTEC Level 3 Sport Diploma and match
day preparations. His U-18 squad have just qualified for the semi-finals of the FA Youth Cup and Joe has also
earned four recent calls ups to the Saints U-23/B team who are currently lying 3rd in Premier League 2. Next
week he joins up again with the Wales U-17 squad to play in the UEFA U17 EURO Elite Round with matches
against Scotland (22/03/23), Iceland (25/03/23) and Montenegro (28/03/23) all of which are being streamed live
on S4C. You can follow Joe’s footballing journey on   joe.andrews06



Supercharge Your Revision with ChatGPT
Hey St. Augustine's students! Have you ever wished for a study buddy that could answer your questions instantly and

provide support during those late-night cramming sessions? Look no further, because ChatGPT is here to save the day!
So, what is ChatGPT?

 
ChatGPT, short for Chatbot Generative Pre-trained Transformer, is an artificial intelligence (AI) tool developed by OpenAI.
It's a super smart computer program that can understand and generate human-like responses to your questions. This AI
chatbot can be a fantastic resource to support your revision and independent learning. Let's explore how ChatGPT can

help you ace those exams!
 

1. Get answers to your questions
Struggling with a tricky concept or need clarification on a particular topic? Just ask ChatGPT! It's like having a personal tutor
available 24/7. Type in your question, and the chatbot will generate an answer based on its extensive knowledge. While it's

not perfect and may not always give the correct response, it's a great starting point for understanding complex ideas.
 

2. Essay planning and brainstorming
Have a big essay coming up and feeling stuck? ChatGPT can help you brainstorm ideas and plan your essay structure. Just
type in the essay topic and ask for suggestions, and ChatGPT will provide you with a range of ideas and points to consider.
Remember, it's essential to double-check the information provided by ChatGPT and use it as a starting point rather than

the final word.
 

3. Expand your vocabulary
Want to impress your teachers with a rich vocabulary? ChatGPT can help! Type in a word, and ask for synonyms or a

definition. This can be a fun way to learn new words and expand your language skills.
 

4. Test your knowledge with quizzes
Why not use ChatGPT to create custom quizzes for yourself or your study group? Just ask the chatbot to generate

questions on a specific topic, and you'll get a tailor-made quiz to test your knowledge. This can be a fun and engaging way
to revise, especially when you're feeling bored with traditional revision methods.

 
5. Proofread and edit your work

Have you ever wished for a second pair of eyes to review your work? ChatGPT can help you spot errors and suggest
improvements in your writing. Just copy and paste your text into the chatbot, and ask for feedback or suggestions. While it's

not a substitute for a thorough human proofread, it can be a useful tool for identifying areas for improvement.
 

6. Generate Exam Practice Questions and Top-Level Examples
Another amazing way ChatGPT can support your revision is by generating exam practice questions and providing Grade 9

and A* examples to help you learn how to answer questions in the exam. To do this, simply ask ChatGPT for practice
questions on a specific topic and request top-level example answers. This will give you a better understanding of what is

expected for the highest grades and allow you to model your own answers after these examples.
By studying these high-quality examples, you can gain valuable insights into the techniques and strategies needed to

achieve top marks in your exams. Remember to use ChatGPT-generated examples as a guide and inspiration, but always
make sure to express your thoughts and ideas in your own words when writing your exam answers.

Remember, while ChatGPT is an incredible resource, it's essential to use it responsibly and critically. Always double-check
the information provided by the chatbot and cross-reference it with reliable sources. With the right approach, ChatGPT can

be a fantastic study buddy to support your revision and independent learning.



When I wrote in this column about Polish airmen who took part
in the Battle of Britain a couple of months ago, I couldn’t even

dream about meeting one of them. Well, miracles happen and I
was recently put in touch with Stanislaw Kolczak and visited him

at his home in Melksham.
 

This man is living history: although he is 97 years old, his
memory is better than mine and he is an absolutely charming
and adorable person, who told me how it really was during the

Second World War.
 

Stanislaw Kolczak was born in 1916 in Warsaw. After senior
school in Mazowsze (a district of Warsaw) he joined Polish Air
Force Academy (Wyzsza Szkola Oficerska Sil Powietrznych) in
Deblin (Sandomierz Voivodeship), specialising as a navigator.

 
Mr Kolczak finished at the academy three months before the
beginning of the Second World War. He’d been allocated to

Polish 216th Bomber Escadrille (216 Eskadra Bombowa), called
the Escadrille of Losie, flying in a Polish twin-engine medium

bomber, used in the defence of Poland against the Nazi German
invasion in 1939).

Back in 2013 one of our teaching partners Justyna Suszek wrote a very
informative and compelling article that was included in Wiltshire times. She

has given us permission to share it in this weeks gazette as year 9s are
currently studying the battle of Britain.

Justyna Suszek - Second World War
pilot brings history to life

 

He escaped from Poland in 1939, travelled through Romania to get to France, where he fought against the Nazis,
flying on a Glenn Martin American aircraft. After France’s capitulation in 1940 he had to escape again. This time he

travelled across the Mediterranean Sea, he reached North Africa and then Casablanca.

He said: “There were Germans everywhere, we had to escape. We were trying to stick together but it was really
difficult. We managed to get on a coal ship, where the conditions were horrible, rats were everywhere, and they

bit us.
 

“But later in Gibraltar there was a luxury passenger ship, which took us to Plymouth.”

In 1941 Mr Kolczak was assigned to 304 (Land of Silesia) Polish Bomber Squadron (304 Dywizjon Bombowy
Ziemi Slaskiej im. Ks. Józefa Poniatowskiego), which flew alongside the Royal Air Force under Bomber Command
and operated from air bases in the United Kingdom, as well as an anti-submarine unit in RAF Coastal Command

and as a transport unit in RAF Transport Command.   Continued on next page...



 
 
 
 
 

Mr Kolczak added: “We flew on a Fairey Battle through the English Channel to sink German submarines. It was only an hour flight and
then we were going back, loading the bombs and going out again.”

 
He later joined the 16th OTU (operational training unit), formed in April 1940 as part of No 6 Group RAF Bomber Command at RAF

Upper Heyford, to train night bomber crews.
 

Mr Kolczak married his wife, Winifred, who he met in hospital, in 1942 and they had three sons, Andrzej, Krzysztof and Michal.
 

After the war, when he was only 29, he was told he was too old to stay in the air force, so moved to Wales and became a farmer.
 

Seven years later, he sold up and started to work for a dairy company as a driver. He became a director of that company before
retiring.

 
I asked him if he ever missed flying, but he said: “No, I’d had enough. I don’t want to go back to the war times. So many people asked

me throughout all my life about war, but I just simply don’t want to talk about it.
 

“I am a simple person who lived during the war, I had no choice. Although I have had British citizenship since 1963, in my heart I am a
Polish person.”

 

Justyna Suszek - Second World War
pilot brings history to life... continued

Girls into Electronics is a series of non-residential events that are being hosted by leading universities across the UK this summer,
including the University of Bath. The events are ideal for girls in Year 11, 12 or 13, thinking about studying Electronics, Computer
Science or Engineering. Participants will get the chance to hear from female staff and students at the university, and from female
graduates working in the Electronics industry, have a tour of our facilities, and also get an introduction to microcontrollers. They can
keep the microcontroller kit and get on-line support to complete a range of practical experiments. 

If you are an individual student interested in attending, please use the link here to find the relevant event, and click through to
reserve your place. The events are being organised by the United Kingdom Electronics Skills Foundation (UKESF), and are sponsored
by Apple with the exception of a small booking fee of £20 per student. UKESF aim for their courses to be accessible to all, so if the
booking fee is a barrier, or if you need support for travel costs, please get in touch before booking, via info@ukesf.org.

NHS Careers untapped –Thursday 23rd March 2023
 

The next NHS Careers Untapped Webinar supported by Health Education England  is showcasing a variety of roles at the heart of patient
care. Expect to hear from a range of colleagues across London who work in healthcare and contribute to the care and flow of patients

every day. This event is completely free and open to young people between 13 – 18 as well as careers advisors and mentors. 
 

 The event is being held on Thursday 23rd March 2023 from 4.30-6pm
 

For more details please see the attached flyer and to register for this event please click on this link: Webinar Registration - Zoom

CAREERS



EXTRA CURRICULAREXTRA CURRICULAREXTRA CURRICULAR
ACTIVITIESACTIVITIESACTIVITIES


