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Box 1: Keywords

Word Definition

adaptation Features that allow an organism to be 
successful

bioaccumulation Build up of toxic chemicals up a food chain

community Different types of organism present in an 
ecosystem

decomposer Organisms that break down dead materials 
returning nutrients to the soil

ecosystem Interaction between plant, animals and their 
habitat in a location

environment Conditions found in a habitat

Food web Set of linked food chains for an area

producer Organism that makes it own food using 
photosynthesis

Box 3: Food chains and webs

Box 2: Key skills
Interpreting diagrams of feeding relationships; using graphs to 
model predator/prey relationships, use quadrats to sample 
populations



Y
8

 B
io

lo
gy: Eco

syste
m

Box 4:  Competition Box 5: Competition

Box 6: Pathway

Box 7: Cross curricular links

Animals compete for food, water, space( to hunt/shelter) and for 
mates. Plant compete for light, water, space and minerals.

Predator/Prey
When a predator feed on just one type of prey, there is an 
interdependence between the predator population and the prey 
population. This means that changes to one affect the population 
of the other

Many populations are interdependent and rely on other 
organisms, out side their own species, to survive, grow and 
reproduce

KS1 – Plants and animals live in a habitat  which provides 
them with the things they need
KS2 – animals and plants are adapted to the habitat in 
which they live
KS4 – Organisms in an ecosystem are affected be biotic 
and Abiotic factors
KS5 – measuring populations


