
Year 7-Orchestra
Key words Meaning

Symphony 
orchestra

A group of between 60-90 musicians
That belong to four instrumental 
families

Woodwind Piccolo, Flute, Oboe , Clarinet and 
Bassoon

Brass Trumpet, French Horn, Trombone 
and Tuba

Percussion Tuned-Xylophone and Glockenspiel
Untuned-Triangle, Gong, Cymbal 
and Bass Drum
Tuneable Timpani (Kettle drum)

Strings Violin, Viola, Cello and Double Bass
Harp

Programmatic 
Music

Music that tells a story or that has a 
descriptive title or atmosphere

Tempo-the speed (which often changes)
Dynamics-Volume 
Texture-the number of instruments and 
the way they play together e.g. 
homophonic-chordal-all parts move 
together, polyphonic-the parts weave in 
and out of one another, Unison/ 
monophonic-all parts playing together
Timbre-the instrumental sounds

Cross Curricular links

Last time Pulse, rhythm and 
composing Handy Composition                                                              

Next time-Animals and 
music

Key skills
Listening and recognising instruments of the orchestra
Compose a piece of programmatic music-working as a team, listening 
to each other
Perform a composition-confidence, memory and resilience
Score reading-following a score and being able to write your own 
graphic score

Danse Macabre
Young person’s Guide 

to the Orchestra
Sorcerer's Apprentice


