
Key dates

1451 Gutenberg invents the printing press

1534 Henry VIII replaces the Pope as supreme head of the Church of England

1536 Pilgrimage of Grace. Failed revolt against Henry VIII.

1559 The Act of Uniformity, Elizabeth I’s attempt to settle religious differences

1586 The Babbington plot – An attempt to replace Queen Elizabeth with Mary 
Queen of Scots. Led to the Execution of Mary Queen of Scots

1588 King Philip II sends the Spanish Armada, to invade England

Key people

Martin Luther German Monk, started the Reformation

Thomas Cromwell Advisor to Henry VIII

Pius V Catholic Pope who excommunicated Elizabeth I

Henry VIII King of England 1509-47. Reformed the Church of England 

Edward VI Protestant.  Son of Henry VIII, and King of England  1547-53

Mary I Catholic daughter of Henry VIII.  Queen of England 1553-57

Elizabeth I Daughter of Henry VIII, Queen of England 1558-1663 and 
notable for defeating the Spanish Armada

Mary Qu of Scots Catholic cousin of Elizabeth, and threat to her throne.  

Philip II Catholic King of Spain.  Launched the Spanish Armada

Year 8 Term 1: How did the Reformation impact Tudor England? 

Key Tier 3 vocabulary

Armada A fleet of warships

Dissolution Closure of the monasteries

Excommunica
tion To be excluded from the Catholic church

Grievance Complaint

Indulgence Allows the owner to pass through purgatory

Mass Catholic service, where the bread and wine turn into the 
body and blood of Jesus

Monastery A building where Monks or nuns, live and work

Pilgrimage A journey to a sacred place, where you go to show respect

Protestant Christians who protested against the Catholic church

Reformation Change made to the Catholic church, which led to the 
creation of the Protestant church

Renaissance Re-birth in learning that began around 1400

Tax A sum of money paid to government or Monarch

Voyage A journey, usually by sea



Year 8 Term 1: How did the Reformation impact Tudor England? 

Key knowledge

What the Renaissance was; Humanism; Key developments

What the Reformation was; Why began in Germany
Martin Luther and his 95 Theses

Differences between Catholic and Protestant Church
Spread of Reformation; Calvinism; Reformation propaganda

Henry VIII: Defender of the Faith; Act of Supremacy
Reasons for Break with Rome-, problems during reign (divorce, money, faith, 
power)

Causes, event and consequences of the Pilgrimage of Grace
Impact on Henry’s reign

Key changes under both monarchs
Edward – Protestant developments; Mary- Catholic changes

Elizabeth: Religious Settlement (Act of Supremacy/ Uniformity); ‘Middle Way
Papal Bull, Catholic Plots; Puritans; Mary Queen of Scots; Spanish Armada

Catholic and Protestant Churches

Prior knowledge required: Provides building blocks for:

• Medieval church and religion
• Medieval monarchs and power

• English Civil War
• Power and the People GCSE
• Elizabethan England GCSE

Key historical skills

Cause/consequence Similarity/difference Change/continuity

Significance Sources Interpretations
What cross-curricular links can you make with this big picture 

enquiry question?
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