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What do we mean by Film Form?
The elements of film form are fundamental components that contribute to the overall construction and impact 
of a film. By understanding these elements, students can analyse and interpret films effectively. The key 
elements of film form covered in the Eduqas A Level Film Studies specification include:

         Cinematography

Cinematography refers to the art and technique of capturing moving images on film or digital media. It 
encompasses various visual choices made by the cinematographer to create meaning and evoke emotions.

Camera angles: The position of the camera in relation to the subject, such as high angle, low angle, or eye-level 
shots.

Camera movement: The physical movement of the camera, including pan, tilt, and tracking shots.

Framing: The composition of the image and the placement of subjects within the frame, such as long shots, 
close-ups, or medium shots.

Lighting techniques: The use of lighting to create mood and atmosphere, including high-key, low-key, and 
chiaroscuro lighting.

Colour and filters: The manipulation of colour and the use of filters to enhance visual aesthetics and convey 
emotions.

         Mise-en-scène:

Mise-en-scène refers to everything within the frame of a shot, including set design, costumes, props, and the 
placement and behaviour of characters. It encompasses the visual elements that contribute to the overall look 
and feel of a film.

Setting and location: The physical environment where the action takes place.

Props and objects: The objects and items within the scene that contribute to the narrative or visual design.

Costume and makeup: The clothing and appearance of the characters.

Acting and performance: The actors' portrayal of characters and their interactions.

Blocking and staging: The arrangement and movement of actors within the frame.

Composition and visual balance: The overall arrangement of elements within the frame for aesthetic purposes.

  

       Editing:

Editing involves the selection, arrangement, and manipulation of shots to create a coherent and engaging film. 
It affects the pacing, rhythm, and overall structure of the narrative.

Types of cuts: Different techniques used to transition between shots, such as match cuts, jump cuts, and cross-
cutting.

Transitions: Methods used to link shots or scenes, including dissolve, fade, and wipe.

Rhythm and pacing: The speed and timing of edits to create a particular mood or effect.

Continuity editing: Techniques used to maintain smooth and logical narrative flow.

Montage: The juxtaposition of shots to convey a specific meaning or idea.

Parallel editing: The intercutting of two or more separate actions happening simultaneously.

         Sound:

Sound plays a crucial role in film by enhancing the visual experience, providing information, and evoking 
emotions. It includes dialogue, music, sound effects, and the overall mix of these elements.

Diegetic sound: Sounds that originate from within the world of the film, such as dialogue and ambient sounds.

Non-diegetic sound: Sounds that are added to the film but do not exist within the story world, such as voice-
over narration or musical score.

Sound effects: Artificial sounds added to enhance the auditory experience.

Sound mixing and editing: The process of combining and manipulating various audio elements.

Silence and absence of sound: The deliberate use of silence for dramatic effect or to draw attention to certain 
aspects of the film.

         Performance:

Performance refers to the actors' portrayal of characters and their interactions within the film. It involves the 
embodiment of characters through physicality, emotions, and expressions.

Acting styles: Different approaches to portraying characters, ranging from naturalistic to stylized performances.

Character development: The evolution and depth of characters throughout the film.

Chemistry and interactions: The dynamics and relationships between characters.

Emotional range: The ability of actors to convey a wide range of emotions.
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Prior Knowledge: This is the first area we study.  
Gaining a good understanding on Film Form is 
essential to your study of Film and is at the heart 
of the Eduqas curriculum.

Future Learning: Now that 
we’ve looked at the key 
elements of Film Form we’ll 
focus on Narrative 
Structures.
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Physicality and gestures: The use of body language and movements to express character traits.

Expressions and vocal delivery: The facial expressions, intonations, and speech patterns used to convey 
emotions and meaning.
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