The Context of the Plays: shakespeare

gives us a glimpse into a world of the past: the
world of the Tudors and Jacobeans. Playwrights
needed noble or royal patrons to support them to
do their work and you can see how ‘A
Midsummer Night's Dream’ may have been
written to entertain and flatter Elizabeth |
(England’s own ‘fairy queen’) and how a play like
‘Macbeth’ was written to interest James | who
had a morbid fear of witchcraft (and no doubt,
usurpers to the crown after the Gunpowder Plot!)
We glimpse details right down to the beliefs of
the time period about the universe, the stars,
even the human body. We see how the
Renaissance was flourishing across Europe and
the worries that nations had about religion and
good governance (‘The Tempest’ begins with a
good and rightful ruler who has been cast out to
sea). You will learn about The Globe Theatre
where much of Shakespeare’s work was staged in
his own day and how it has been recreated on
London’s South Bank. Playhouses were not
respectable places in Tudor /Jacobean times and
behaviour at the theatre was that of the rabble!
Shakespeare is still regarded as one of the most
important playwrights that ever lived. He wrote
37 plays (at least) and a range of poems and
sonnets. He wrote comedies, tragedies and
histories and his plays can be looked at on the
individual level, the social level and the natural
level.

Shakespeare- Year 8, Term 5

You can learn about many aspects of Shakespeare’s life and works from:
www.shakespeare.org.uk/explore-shakespeare/shakespedia/shakespedia-index/

The Globe Theatre
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Cross-Curricular Links:

English Literature: Shakespeare’s plays are a key
part of the literary canon and are studied in both
subjects.

History: Shakespeare is part of our national
heritage and gives us a glimpse into life in Tudor
and Jacobean times.

PE: You will use a lot of movement in the scenes
we do in this topic, using balance and
coordination to create conflict and comedy!
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