Masks Masks and Mask Design

You have already learnt how the ancient
Greek actors wore masks and how
Commedia actors portrayed masked stock
characters. Now we will look at how masks
can still be worn in contemporary theatre
and what the rules and conventions of
mask work are. Your knowledge of
physicality and exaggeration in your acting
(from Melodrama and Commedia) will help
you understand the need for the actor to
use larger than life body language in mask
work to communicate emotions and
situations to an audience. You will
experiment practically with Trestle Theatre
masks in your group work as well as
considering, through the example of ‘The
Lion King’, how design elements
collaborate to create visual effects and
enhance characterisation. How do masks
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