Style
Commedia dell’ Arte was an early form of

professional theatre which originated in Italy
that became popular throughout Europe in
the sixteenth to the eighteenth centuries.
Commedia was characterised by masked
‘types’(stock characters) with improvised
sketches being based on scenarios. A special
characteristic of the Commedia was a ‘lazzo’-
a loosely scripted joke or ‘something foolish
and witty’. Another characteristic of
Commedia is pantomime often used by
Arlecchino, better known today as the
Harlequin. Commedia was often performed
outside on platforms or in the piazza,
attracting a street audience. It was popular
theatre that appealed to all- allowing masters
to laugh at their servants and servants to
laugh at their masters! You will learn the
importance of physical skills and comedic
exaggeration or ‘clowning!’

Commedia dell’ Arte
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