Style
You will explore the style and genre of
Melodrama and learn about the historical
context of the time period and the audience
expectations of the theatre of the time. You
will discover the importance of vocal and
physical skills within this style, using comedic
exaggeration or ‘over the top’ vocal and
physical skills, also experimenting with ‘stock
characters’ and the narrative formula typical
of the genre to create comedy. You will devise
your own frozen image sequences using your
physicality and work on imitation Melodrama
script ‘The Black-Hearted Villain’ by Paul King
in order to perform extracts to the class and
evaluate the success of peer performances.
By this time you will be acclimatised to the
Victorian style of the language and the
deliberate ‘artificiality’ of the genre, inspired
in its sensational themes by the ‘sensation
novels’ of the 1860s and 70s with their
themes of love and murder., abduction and
rescue, full of tension, suspense and last
minute reversals of fortune!

Melodrama

Cross-Curricular Links:
English Literature: the study of genres including
gothic novels with melodramatic features such as
. ‘Wuthering Heights’
History: theatre history, the era of the industrial

revolution and reign of Queen Victoria

PE: Balance, coordination, movement.
Drama Star Skills * n“-
Creativity
Teamwork

Resilience

Leadership
Performance skills

Evaluation
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