
Analysis

What	has	the	artist	chosen	to	depict? This	is	the	content

Why	have	they	conveyed	it	in	this	particular	manner? Does	it	add	to	the	mood

How	have	they	done	it? What	application,	techniques	and	media?

What	is	the	subject	matter? Landscape,	portrait	or	still-life?

What	is	the	historical	context?		Is	the	artwork	linked	to	or	inspired	by	an	Art	
Movement?		

You	may	find	that	the	formal	elements	were	used	in	similar	ways,	by	similar	
artists,	connected	to	a	movement

What	was	happening	in	the	country	of	origin,	at	that	time?	(Check	the	date	of	
the	work)

This	can	determine	why	it	was	completed	in	this	manner

Does	the	subject-matter	contain	iconography,	mythology	or	allegory? This	will	take	time	to	research,	but	will	exist
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Formal	Elements

Line	
▪Describe	–	is	it	jagged	or	curved,	vertical	etc…..?	
▪Composition	–	how	are	the	lines	of	objects	and	lines	of	
composition	distinguished?	

▪	Volume	–	are	the	shape	and	size	of	the	lines	specific?		What	do	
they	mean?	

▪	Delineate	–	do	they	outline	or	border	something?		Are	they	a	
boundary?	

▪	Implied	–	sometimes	they	are	not	noticeable	at	once.		A	person’s	
hands	held	at	an	angle	

▪	Contours	–	are	they	used	to	illustrate	a	shape?		A	form?	

▪	Significance	–	are	they	harsh	or	flowing?	
▪	Changes	–	does	the	line	change	over	the	course	of	its	path?		Does	
it	become	a	different	type	of	line?		Why	would	that	be?	

▪	Movement-	do	they	exaggerate	a	movement?		Is	it	intentional?	

▪	Converging	do	the	lines	meet?		Does	this	draw	your	eye	to	
something	in	the	piece?	

▪	Leading	does	the	line	encourage	you	to	look	somewhere	in	
particular?	

Tone	
▪Is	there	a	range	of	tone,	distinguished	tones	or	lack	of	
them?	
▪Are	they	used	to	create	depth	or	distance?	
▪Does	tone	exist	to	create	the	illusion	of	form?	
▪Where	have	highlights	and	shadows	been	used	most	
prominently?	
▪What	is	the	contrast	between	tones?	
▪How	has	shading	been	used?

Texture		
▪Is	the	texture	tactile	or	implied?	
▪Is	it	exaggerated	by	the	materials	used	or	the	application?	
▪Has	the	photographer	chosen	a	specific	location	to	
illustrate	the	texture	more?	
▪Was	the	lighting	carefully	chosen	to	showcase	the	texture?	
▪How	could	the	texture	stand	out	more,	or	be	less	
noticeable?	
▪	What	techniques	have	the	artist	used?		Stipple,	impasto…?

Shape	
▪	Is	the	shape	noticeable?		Why	has	that	been	chosen	by	the	
artist/	photographer?	
▪	Is	there	a	relationship	between	the	shapes?	
▪	Where	is	the	light	source?		Does	that	have	an	impact	on	
the	shape?	
▪Where	is	the	light	source	in	relation	to	the	subject	or	
object?		Is	it	behind,	in	front	of	or	off	to	the	side?		What	
impact	does	this	have	on	a	photograph	or	painting?	
▪	Does	the	shape	stand	out	from	its	surroundings?	
▪	Remember	‘shape’	is	only	an	outline,	so	differs	from	‘form’	

Form	
▪		Form	is	like	shape	except	it	is	three-dimensional	
▪	This	is	the	three-dimensional	effect	within	a	photograph	or	
painting	
▪	It	is	exaggerated	by	the	choice	of	lighting	from	the	side	
▪	In	the	studio,	you	would	use	‘side-lighting’	
▪	Is	it	symmetrical?	

Pattern	
▪	Can	you	identify	any	pattern?	
▪	Are	they	created	by	repeated	shape,	tone	or	colour?	
▪	In	a	photograph,	do	they	hold	some	significance?		
▪	Do	they	use	other	formal	elements	in	their	creation?	
▪	Does	the	pattern	remind	you	of	something	you	see	in	
nature?	
▪	Is	it	intricate	and	detailed?	

Colour	
▪	Do	the	colours	hold	significance	to	the	image	or	painting?		
What	is	the	colour	psychology	of	the	colours	used?		What	
context	is	it	in?		What	meanings	do	they	hold?	
▪	Can	you	identify	different	hues	and	values?		Why	would	
that	be?	
▪	Do	the	combinations	of	colours	work	well	together?		Are	
they	complementary	or	harmonious?	
▪	Is	there	a	dominant	colour?			
▪	Is	the	image	in	monochromatic	colours?	
▪	Is	there	part	of	the	image	that	grabs	your	attention?		What	
techniques	does	the	artist/	photographer	employ	to	do	so?	

Describe	
Line.		Is	it	jagged,	curved,	vertical	etc…		How	are	the	lines	of	
objects	and	lines	of	composition	distinguished?		What	are	
the	shape	and	volume	of	the	lines?		Do	any	delineate	
sections?	Are	any	implied?	Are	contours	used	to	illustrate	a	
shape?		Are	the	lines	harsh	or	flowing?		Have	they	changed	
over	the	course	of	the	line?		Do	they	exaggerate	movement?		
Is	the	weight	of	the	line	heavy	or	light?		Why?	
		
Tone.		Is	there	a	range	of	tone,	distinguished	tones	or	lack	
of?		Are	they	used	to	create	depth	or	distance?		Does	tone	
exist	to	create	the	illusion	of	form?	Where	have	highlights	
and	shadows	been	used	most	prominently?		What	is	the	
contrast	between	tones?		How	has	shading	been	used?	
		
Texture.		The	actual	texture	or	visual	(implied)	texture	of	the	
surface?		Is	the	texture	exaggerated	by	the	use	of	
application?	Has	the	use	of	mixed-media	exaggerated	or	
created	the	texture?	
		
Shape.		Relationships	between	shapes,	are	they	large,	small	
or	overlapping?	Are	they	geometric	or	irregular?		How	is	the	
shape	positioned?		What	is	happening	in	the	negative	space?	
		
Form.		Anything	specific	about	the	form?		Is	it	proportionally	
correct?	How	have	tone	and/	or	perspective	been	used	to	
create	the	illusion	of	form?		Are	the	forms	realistic	or	
abstract?		
		
Pattern.		Can	you	identify	any	patterns?		Have	they	been	
created	by	repeated	shapes,	tones	or	colours?	
		
Colour.		What	colours	have	been	used?		Are	there	specific	
reasons	why?	Colour	palette	etc…		Are	they	harmonious,	
complementary,	vivid,	warm,	cool,	monochromatic,	
saturated,	intense	or	limited?

Compositional	rules	
The	Fibonacci	Sequence.		This	is	an	equation	that	is	deemed	
beautiful.		Each	preceding	two	numbers	equal	the	next.		You	
will	see	this	pattern	in	many	natural	objects.	

The	Golden	Ratio.		Another	equation	that	is	considered	
aesthetically	beautiful	

	The	Rule	of	Thirds.	A	method	of	composition	where	the	
picture	is	divided	into	equal	thirds,	horizontally	and	vertically.		
To	place	the	subject	off-centre	makes	it	more	appealing.		The	
horizon	placed	at	the	upper	and	lower	third,	makes	it	more	
interesting	
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